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A Study on Sentence Stress
—with special reference to the Function of Prepositions—
Toshiyuki ISEKI

Abstract

In this paper, we will examine English sentence stress. We will
especially investigate and solve the problem why sentence stress is placed
on a preposition. The main factors in the accentuation of prepositions are
five in all: syntactic factor, semantic factor, pragmatic factor, phonetic
(phonological) factor, and the other factor.

In conclusion, we will regard semantic factor as the most important
factor.

i

AR CTlE, BPISCREBEZ -2 0 E SN TV ARIEFICH LT, Yok
HIRMFIZSCRB N KD DN N T EFLIBA LEZXD L EERBNE
T 5, R, RIEFAICSCRBAN K AL EOFRER E LT, 5 2OBEREZRTE
L. ZREAUZDWTEEMICRETT 5, ZORNC, SURBMPFEOIRE & AEN)
WIZEIBRRDDONEN) ZEIZHONTRTNL Z EiITT 5,

1. Xkt 588

At (1985, pp.87-88) Tidk, IUHEEL & BB DEWIZ OV TR #ER
ERALTVWS, RKENHMBIL TR Z L1275, 45, A, #Fde X
Wy DR Z2 £ & THNEE (content word) & FES, jfaal, BhEhGA, BiE .,
BEfeial, BEMRF. VAT, REFO to . FIEXD there % F & O THERERE
(function word) & MEATHEL, EHGE (form word) . FEEFEFE (nonlexical
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word) & MIIEENFE (grammatical formative) 72 & & HFES, LIZRBWT
WARGEITTREA A D, 5 3 W TR 5 S 2 BV CHERERE I TREE & FF7= 72 1,
TNZBW TR EZFFOFEDET 72 FO b5 EHIL, (D 1ORMEHLO L 512,
BEEFBHEET, A IhT, RO THY, FHEROTELHRTHVE
Bz, FOFENTE N KEL (loud, intense) 7252 b dH D (K&EL
7252 LIEARERN TR, BEBORNE ZA L VERICESTL > T3,

NTBWTREB AR WVEEIL. B> TV ARG ENE TLR L,
FEL/NSSELLRRV, NEEIISCOFEERTHOTHS, FEIEFEITE
W7, SCER) - BRI BRZ RSO TH 5, (2a) O X S ITHNEFEZIIE
NTHIGEE R - KPR LT LY | BT DRI 0D EREC RS 235 <
28, 2b) DX D ITHERERETZ TR D &, ORI E 9D S DFED KD D
YR ONTH BRIIZE 5 W I EENR D NTRE L ey,

(2) a. hat box very expensive.

b. The in the was .

D &HIT, NEBICHEE R 5 2, WEERICmBE 527w L&, Uk B
X, BB, SRR EICE s TRFR LA, FHITERNVE ZAZESITE,
RETRNWE ZARLTUARE/R & ZAZBEN &9 Z & & ORMICITE
BERBRNRDH D, ZORICBEL T, WRBOMEORD S LFEONHOT 7+
¥ NOALEOWRD T EIIAREMICE D, 778 FOfLE, #1211 animal
D oaldim R al REXVEHERERBHINOGZIILT 7BV BB LD
T, [%ANL3FHD] FEFLVIERX (form) BRDTNDLDTH
%, FEWAY (mechanical) TH b, Lo T 5,

I TCOEmEEE 2 T, MEIICSCRB K DG AT OV T, 5 ODHEK
ERELBPOAL LBZL TN ZEICT D,

2. BIBEFICXCRBP KD HEDOERER

2. 1. HMFEROER
FEEMIER & W5 Z L1, 5 5 e bl suEn - BRI ERMETH D
EWVWHZLETHD, (&Y, RXFTEINTIIIREAD B 5 EHi%
HHT5,)
a. Helives right \ byit. b. We stayed right v with them. = — MacDonald 1974.
MERREE + &S HRAF ) ORFZ, FTESRORIEIZ 230330 b 3 HTE
DR D,
c./ N By it/ stands a willow-tree. — MacDonald 1974.

' (1) a. The hatin the box was very expensive.
b. The person who called him up wanted to see him.
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TRE ]+ R AF ) DR ED LI EDOHITH LS, RET O
P b ST HIEFA 2 5,
d. She wants to have a book BY her. (f#%i%, A% Frtll@EW\THEX7/21,)
[by her 1%, &HATA23ET]
e. She wants to have a book by HER. (i &£ 1%, B 0 DE/EE > T z,)
[by her %, BIfEFEZE£KT] — Quirk et al. 1985, p.668

ANEF] + 8450725 by her 72 & DA, MBADOEX HFOBENIL->THE

BROEWA R 5D,
f. The cat ran from \ under it. — MacDonald 1974.
MRiE R+ A ORTETA)D, TREME RF > TR W o FiTE i O B
HIREIZ 72 o TR, R ORTEFDMZIZ 72 5,
g. What are you \ talking about? <cf. What’s it (all) v about? i
what’s it (all) 2272 S22V S about MYAT L2 H D>
h. The car we were standing \ alongside. — Lewis 1977, p.25.
i. He’s not the person I was looking \ after. (cf. He's not the person I was \ looking at.)
— Bolinger 1971, p.14.
around, before, behind, below, beneath, beside, between, beyond, inside,
opposite, outside, over, underneath (MacDonald 1974) <°HH & /2 HE AR
Bl &S x5 alongside ® X 9|2 2 HHiILL EORIEFOZ < 1T EMROFEE
Wb L TIRBEZFD, B THRATO BEEL It TERMRITRK
LI, BT TIEROWBEICR HEW A H D, (7272 L. concerning DE
B about & with regardto OFEMRD over T3V MR TH Y | £
272 B 7g0,)
j.He's N onit. (R2&MB3H D, EF72,) (cf. He’'s v working on it.)
k. What \ ofit! (ZHUREH72EE D DTTAY,) (cf. Thad a good \ time of it.)
1. What \ about it? (cf. He’s \ talking about it.)
m. Where are you \ from? (cf. Where do you \ come from?)
n. What(Cs it) v for? (cf. What’s this \ arrangement for?)
o. This is whereit’s \ at! (% ! 77—A !) (cf. This is the hotel he \ stayed at.)
p. Who \ by? (cf. Who was he \ killed by?)
MRTER (HR4F) ] OF SEICHBBOH 55 GEFINARE) NV
I, Kkt - 58FH - FTIE T < CHRTEFIN B ISR 5,
q. He was staying IN, I think, Vandervill Hotel.

A& OEZ N ZEFT T <, ﬁ]\/j k iﬁ VJ A& R OB I HTE R O B
HIREDNBLALD & W O BRI TV D Th . [RIBRIC, RIE SRS A
END,

r. John sat [in the back] AfEF ) [In, (o )nl.
s. John [painted in] AJEE a girl. [Inn, *( 5 )nl.
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ATER & A BT OARZ{bE (Bl TH D) 1T, miEm e #pn . NE
RO AL | BRI, RRICITITRE ST CIRRTEF AR E L O
KBUBOMWIRNZ E b b HN, AELFAOHGIIENELS 2D LIZLY
KBlsinsd, LIk, a.~c., f.~p.& r.~s.i3K 1985, pp. 125-128 LV
I, E£72. d~e.k q :@d¢1%2pp2%2ms;@%ﬁ)

2. 2. BEWHmER
Chomsky and Halle (1968) ik, SU38ZEMZI-DOWT® normal 72iGE & W
IDRT oL FREINTE, TNE—FTE O &, [XoPO—FREZICHD
INZRFEIZ primary stress 235 | WD Z &b, LL, RO XD 72
HITIE. ZOFRANTY TTE > THARLY,
a. My GRANDmother’s died. b. Hey, your COAT’s on fire.
¢. Mommy, mommy! A BEAR came and bit me. d. The CHIMney-pot’s fallen off.
e. The KEYS've disappeared. f.The CAR broke down. —43 1989, pp.151-153
A3 (1989) Ik hiE, TEFB~OBEOHLERIC K DEMO
overshadowing| & DI & Th 5,
W, KEOHIEFNCOWTE X THD,
g. There s a lot more TO it than that.
(=There’s a lot more than it can claim.)
h. I don’t know enough aBOUT it.
(=1 don’t know enough of its particulars.)
1. He’s dead and I'm glad OF it.
(=He’s dead and I am glad on account of it.)
j. It looks as if the hurricane were going to be WITH us for a while.
(=1t looks as if the hurricane were going to stay here for a while.)
AT ICEREAEE VO DI TR, EoflITi, #hEh
paraphrase L72S WAL HHLNRE Y, +oRBERELZEZSNh

TW3, — 43 1989, pp.162-163
DED . ZOHEOHIETIL, BEWAIZIINAFEICITHE L TWD DT,
BN E D LEZBNDHDTH B,

EH W) BIEFANFRLIC R DT EMBEZ T D052 RO HITiE, 0L
DD ER DOLSENVNETH S, MacDonald (1972,1974) 2k B L&,
%79 (allative) RIEFIINAE LR UL HWOMBEZITS, HH
WOTRB O L H 53, the X a & ERIU X 5 RMEBNCITR B,
FEORTEFORET 2 FHILL EOFIEFRC, HIWE ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬂ@ﬂ%ﬁ&:%c:
PETHD, KO k~r. DX I, [JFmOHTER -+ 450 B BEE]

D E A TIERTEFNS FT W D08, (MEZ 7T (locative) A& ﬂ
DI X BIZENERZIC 2D,



WHRFM BT D — B 5

k. J51f] : They pushed the car \ acrossit. <it OFpZ H ~>
(cf. They pushed the car across the \ river.)
1. fiZ{& : They \ live across it. <it ®¥eZ H iz, T>
(cf. They live across the \ river.)
m. 516 : They moved in \ above me. < EDRE~F|o#iL T& 72>
n. fi7i& : She \ lives above me. <P EIZ{FEA TV 5>
0. J71A] : No matter what the task, I was surprised by the gusto with which he went
(hard) Vv atit. <it ([Z—FaE D < ATE>
p. NZi& : I have an address for him, but I'm not sure if he still \ lives at it.
— MacDonald 1974.
Lo Z LT O OfIRRH 5, BIREZ: & CRIER THK > T
28 b 7 0 OFIE R CTIIB M2 ORTEF IR 25, AiEFEUAD & 2
AHTHIMNE S ﬁ\@EEIJﬁxT%Tb\éiﬁ b, HMORNEFTH A 5 LI
RHRVONEBETH D,
q. /716 : Which bed did he \ jump onto? (Which bed did he jump \ onto? %, 7]),
r. fi{& : Which bed was he \ jumping on? — MacDonald 1974.
(cf. *Which bed was he jumping Vv on?)
Uk ko~ & 20BN 1985, pp.124-125 LV 5IH.)
F72, ROLTBT HATER at bNFEICEVWES 2 LD,
s. — Mike looks at Afua’s father’s paintings while he works.
(777 ORXBDBMEFEE LTODRH, HofRe~A 7 B3R THD,)
Afua: We can knock on the other studio, if you like. It’s fun to see all
the different work. (XiFiUL, oA & A %iihas 2Lt bTExD
FE, WANARIEMBE LN THELWDEL,)
Father: Show him the galleries while you're AT it. T'll be done soon.
(ZOMIZF Yy Z U —2RETHITF2E0, RIFT<Ickddn
5,) — NHKZ VA %ERFE Oct. 21, 1997, pp.56-57
Z ZCo» whileyoure AT it &\ RIBUL, HRleNZENITHTZ>TW
D (ZNELTWD) =R ENE IR TVBLIIE (D1 Tio) &
WIHEBRTHD, T at IFRTEFZOIC, BEFEIGIVVEEZEZ LTV L
Ezohd (KEEHKO=z A MZ cké)o Z O¥ESrIE. while youre
taking a tour of the studios & paraphrase NAJRE/RZ & HH . a
WRFEIZIEWZ EREAF T N5, ERROFITE X, FW %%Tﬁﬁ%?ﬂ
ELTCORED o, ERIFETHAS,
ZOBWIRINER D, RIEFI RSB E 525 ETO—FRESRERT
b ERDbND,
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2. 3. EARNER

a. John washed the CAR. b. John WASHED the car. c¢. JOHN washed
the car.

T 2T, RTEFOFNZ e > T2, EFEO K 9 7R STHREAONLE O E
. BB ERICESWT WD EE 25, HWEOSBESMT a. 2T TH D,
ikt HRAOTRES & Fr 7 éﬂéo ZD 3B OIEE (TROLERE) 0 b
EDQRE— N2 hFREMG (EDO L2 72RPL TN E N0 12Xk -T
WEDLLDTHY %@@ﬂi?ﬁt/hﬁﬁ G CIE2R < JRWEBRTOA > b
= a vV OHEMBH O METH D (cf. EHE 1992, pp.41-43), DV, A
BV M=V a VITREBERBERERDH D Z RN,

d. Put the book ON the desk, not UNder it.

ATE RN X FRATREA DN E ML T 2 61, 5B R E A CRIE TN TR I3 &
NTWBNR, =< VISR D R E — 3> TR WEITH B DT, 4
Bl m O TRZIZIEB I > TZ 22wy,

e. Do you see the two hills? My house | is beTWEEN those two hills. (LW)

(= those two hills (XIAEHE ) — 30 1994, p.100
ZoflX, EICEEHGROER (FHEE LoBR) 26 RIERNIC SRS
BERTNDHEDTH D,

2. 4. HFE® (THEHR) WER

a. WHO’S it FROM? (A & T-2)

b. Who FOR? (= whom 233CRDEE for 1385554 : For whom?) (J52) 1985)

c. Porter, | will you see to my luggage, please? — WHERE TO, sir. (L-t)

d. He RAN ROUND it. (= 4% BEUEEZ & 4UE, He RAN round the SQUARE. )
(K

(Zm2. 4. 2. 5. ITHTLSDHTHNT, KLFTEMNLE

R 2EATLL LS AN B L0, B0 H HEHITZF T, VX
LEBARHHEHIZHEH L TNWDH7DTHD,)

B TR, B ORBIMET 20, £ive &b & ITHRE
BT HREFEELDRVIRIE CRE  IIACET D RITE . R E TR
DORED NFMRA T Z BIGEIZE o CWARTEGILY Xa&2 L5570
BB ZZ 5 2 LN, TRTINODOHEAICIIEMmESE L 52 LI
%25, — &0 1994, p.100

2. 5. FOMOER
a. HEALTH MATTERS | isin 15 minutes, | and then we continue | / Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings | in OFF THE SHELF | /Nhalf an HOUR. (B-RTV)
OB 1 FHEIRER TR EZ I TH L, MO —TEEEZD
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NE D, JETITRNER 2 FFICEER 2 20T S 2030 b b398 A AL H
Do

b. And YOU RECKless DRIVers | ROAR aROUND those NARrow
COUNtry LANES| to the TERrible PERIil of EVEryone ELSE, | ...
(O’Connor 1973)

c. We CAN'T buy ROBert a PRESent | withOUT any MONey. (A & T-3)

R LIC 2 FHRERD R 2T T, — 52 1994, p. 100

d. We will make a brief stop at Tokyo station. Passengers changing to
the Yamanote line, please transfer AT this station. ( E#kErgiRo ¢
D HNX)

T CITRTEF AN ERO S DHRERIC /2> TWT, BIEFICEMZ

DR TND (BIEFNIANA TA b EERBEINTND)FIZ/2> TN D,
— [TER 1995.

CORTENIE %O)H'Jl_mj/jf X, 2z @HIJ uj/j ﬁﬂ:%»ﬁﬁ)
HTzH> TWVBEAITBWTYH, station &) A F KD M3
ENABHNRD, BLEITHDLETH k at &V O AIETNSE Ik
2EVIHDIE, Eoa ~ ¢ ERICEL ST, FRleEih e LICHEs LT
TWAHITHDLEEXDH T &L AH 'C?)% Do

ok, JHE (2008, p.144) TIiE. stylistic emphasis &9 IEHA 23R
TIRD XL IICHBE LTS, %L public speech 72 & &4 5E M., %
HAETH RV OICHTERFNIC RS 2B Z &35 5, |

e. A report ON today’s proceedings IN the Parliament will be given BY
John Smith OF our news staff.

(2o L5 0Fi, BEDR CBRE D & o7l liveliness Z {1
LEDETHERPRADLNTND EBZDIND, | &> TVB, Bl ZIX,
EZMOEGTOENBER ETIHFELFOEBEORZIZTNDHTH
AIHIN, BEOHENKEIFRET 7T THAINLELTFOE#RL LT
EI)DbAEN/, 7272 L. routine work THOMMBEETE > Tnb L
%%i HIDOT, Kl LICHBEZ T TV EEoToFnln

WEHIIIEDbN D,

N. B. BBAEZZTFOMEI MLV ZEICHLT, WICE~D L O
FEdEhEA (AJEhEal & XX B & 4L, look at (HBhER+ RiiE ) . do away with (i)
i+ FIEA + ATEE]) . make much of (B +4F+ATES) 72 & ORGER
RENEODZ & of. KK 1994, pp.44-45) EHFo TV DHBIERCHDLE, £
DT ORTE T DOIREENGT BRI Sh b,

a. The hounds were cast OFF. (R fk7-#7z,)
b. The proposal was apPROVED of. (RI34FiE7=>7=,)
c. This is the report he passed ON. (JtiZib- 7=#HiEHE,)
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d. This is the report he PASSED on. (Z ®#4EEIZE L CTERZIR~T-,)

W, AZENIEREN S 53, WIEFNCITRV, 7272 L, BiER O
2. HAVFEAHIE SN2 72O BRI HRFEEZ R0 b O3 iR s
5 (MEEmER), LML, ZIUIARE(LFEOMmES L 0 i1358< | &
IZSCR T ZOXMBITHAAI Y, a. & c. 17T X ITREFEITZED
TR THEROBEEIND (DFED, WREBEZITD) T L, A&
E b & d ITFRTEICEOEROEFEI LY HI B EIND (cf. Live
1965, pp.433-434; Onions 1971, pp. 32-33; Bolinger 1971, p.41), (LA k.
WS F 1985, pp. 15-16 £ Y 51,)

e. Show me the gym he RAN in. (Ji3E > IKEEZ R LR EW,)

f. Show me the cattle he ran IN. (#i2%BVVAATZFZR LR EWY,)

g. Show me the house he RAN in / ran IN. (& BBXITIAATEZF 2R L7 &
W)

h. Is that the spot that was PASSED by / passed BY?

1. Is that the bridge that was CROSSED over / crossed Over?

j. Is that the wall it was LEANED against / leaned aGAINST?

k. What were they SPEAKing about / speaking aBOUT?

1. What did you GO after / go AFter, the milk? ({fZ RO TW=Dh, T D
LT D)

L AN NEOEEFTRIER & RV ATER (Fl 21X against, after,
about) ILZ DOFIST, EEEZITHZ LN TES (Bolinger 1971, pp.
41-44), ko e. @ in [IMLEEZRTAENET., £ O in IFRELFL, g O
in |IMLEOELERTFIEFTH 5, (BLEVIBH 1985,p.16 LV 5H,)
I TONMEDOEALERTHIET E V) OIX, BERHHNERCTHL LS X
5, AR ORI (1985) Tidk, FWMZ AT RINER] & WV 2 AR 2 T D,
TERE S THENR, ENELTVWLZEEFFAETHD, LD L)
T LD, BIEFNC ) —~ VIR ST R D — B RE TR & LT,
BHGMEREZHT 20024 THDL L Bbhd, 72770, ZOMEDE
k&R EIETE (B4, FRE AT RiERE) ([CRESTRBA KD DI
W, BB TV, ZORMEFIIE L TRAE, Ao while
voure AT it |Z3B1F7 % at R ED L DT, NEAFEICILET 513 L BEWRINIZ
BEREENEVIAFN TS DI TiEARVY, TOHEOBEBFHTFIZONT
T, B%OBEE Lz,

7e¥s, BhEA S+ RIER . BhEE -+ A EEe E Ok ARBUIC oW T, A L
ADONEIZBT 2 A2 B LM H B+ )UK (2008) IZBWTREN TN D,
FIT, FEMEEHICB T DRARIADOA N VAERFEE 2> TBY | 5
BBV THELSLDOTHLDOT, BRI,

7o, fHE (2008) ([ZBNTH IO &S iR El (EHA) 2H-7
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BN HELNTEBY, KEAWETH S, TOFND 2 2052
Tk,
m. Once you make up your mind, stick TO it. cf. STICK to it. (ditto)
n. A: Could you tell me how to learn English?
B: Just keep AT it.
ZD2HNTDNT, DD 2 DOFFFHL TR TAHDL ERDO X DI
725 (REIARRIXOFTRIHE-TEY, BWEOHLFEHITACFTTEL
TWn3),
(1) [v—=72gmiri] % 4R BEFR G4) OFLBOfts
0. STICK to it
p. KEEP AT it
(2) [ F2sefiedel 51 PR LI 2) ooty
q. STICK TO it
r.keep AT it (7272 L. keep IZIE5E 2 5882 R T EVFNTN D)
ZD2O0FE (G4 LI T RA) DAOFRFELZR TS, oG
IEIETHY., —ELTUIWRY, FUA T 1 A4 L THATE7 DR
Rp D & TANBRIE, BT, stick to it [Z2WTIE G4 DFTib,
keep at it [ZDOWTIIN I T RADOFRIRO TN ZYTHA 9 EHEHT 5,
WTHUCE L, SREBEWRRNERZ P OICE L2 5RFBRMLETH S,

3. LS ®ROBE

WimE—STE2&THIE. ROEHIThD, BIEFICCEBNELEHED
R E LT, L TIRARZ 5 SOEROHTlE, EHHNAERN R X7
HETHAIEWVWIZLTHD (L. ZOBRICIE ), —< AR 30mEh b v )
Z AR A RE L TWAD),

LtRIE, CRBIZDONWT, /=< ARYGE L E D TROWGEDENITOWNT
LU —BHOLNILT, FNHEZD550FRK L DR E & HITES BEL
TW ZERFETHS EEbh s,

ek, ZORMER &V D EREE. RITOAERSEETIE, NEBEOLT IV —
WERLTWLEWIRERLENTWDH LI THD (EEEKOa Ay Mk
% cf. BTER 1995, p. 105), H 72T, Cruttenden and Faber (1991) TiZ,
ANEFNY  fuzzy 72 area OHIZHDHHFTHL ELTND, DFE D, NEE
HERERE DN — RSO D Z LIXTE P, TOMPIEAHEE R LD TH D &
LTCW5, #5120, ATEFICE L <, EMICE O OB X M
BN ONERBIZRDDNET ) ZEIFAARETHL DI ETHD, T2ZL,
W SITATET Z SRR & LT D ORISR THD E LT D,

ERDH B, EHLL0HEZITFANDICEL, FHREE3IOHEBZ LI
K. ZO XD RRiER &V O W OMEER X OSTENBED & & AIEF IS HE)



10 FAESI ovd

MTHDHZLITMEENTHY, ZORI MBS EMRIGELS Z &2, BiEFIC
BENID LR OV T ORMBEAZER L TN LTOEB O 550
FNALTRUN,

ARG, FEEE AR (B AARTGEE FR) O 3 RS S (1999
FALA2TH R BUEFRERY) (2R 5 N RO 2% - E1EL
ebDTH S,

Z & W

NHK 7 A EREE B8 AARBE RS

fE O
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Abstract

In Japan, the modern drama, which is an important element of the
contemporary art, begins with the foundation of the Tsukiji Little Theater
in the year 1924. This era, the second half of the 1920s, also coincides with
the end of the so-called “Taisyo Democracy”. The task of this study is to
analyze the effects of the Tsukiji Little Theater and the diverse historical
situations revolving around it. This task will inevitably lead us to consider
the basic character of the “modern” in Japan. This paper, the introductory
part of the whole study, limits the range of discussion to the fundamental
problems only.
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Teaching Cross-cultural Communication to Japanese College Students

Christopher Bozek™

Abstract

Research has shown that cross-cultural competence and communication skills are
important for people when they live abroad or meet someone from another culture.
Cultural studies focus on comparing and contrasting two different cultures, while
cross-cultural communication focuses on effectively managing communication between
people of different cultures. It is the goal of this paper to examine aspects of
cross-cultural communication and to present strategies that can be used by English
teachers in Japan.

Today’s world is closely connected by the internet and the ease of
international travel. A person can find out what is happening in another country
thousands of miles away in real time by going online. Almost anyone can get on a plane
and visit a foreign country for a quick visit or a long stay. Even with all this access,
Japanese students in general are not known for their cross-cultural competence. It is the
goal of this paper to examine certain aspects of cross-cultural communication and to
suggest practical ways to increase cross-cultural communication in Japanese college
students.

Cross-cultural communication is important because of today’s increasing
contact between people around the world due to new technology and information
systems (Samovar, 1998, p. 3). It is important for Japanese students because many will
enter multinational corporations or Japanese corporations with contacts throughout the
world. Many students may enter a company not expecting to go overseas, but then find
themselves in a different country or dealing with people from different cultures.

"L R I AT Lecturer, Kitami Institute of Technology
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There are some Japanese students who travel abroad during their college
years and get experience communicating with people from other cultures. It is an
experience they will never forget and long-lasting relationships may be formed (Seelye,
1997). There are also some college students who actively seek out and interact with
international students. They are the ones who spend time in international centers of
universities and volunteer to help out at international events. Those Japanese students,
who are a minority, gain valuable skills which may benefit them throughout their lives,
but what about the others? Even when provided opportunities for interaction with
people from foreign cultures, Japanese students often avoid the uncertainty and risk
(Vincent, 1994) involved with establishing friendships or relationships. The university is
an excellent place for students to start learning skills which will help them interact with
people from other cultures.

According to Shaules (1997),“...culture includes everything from language
and customs to values and communication styles.”(p. 2). Individuals acquire and
develop their identities, their values, norms and styles of communication through
interaction with others in their culture group (Ting-Toomey, 2005). We begin acquiring
our native culture from the moment we are born, and most of it is learned unintentionally
through simply living and interacting in the culture. Many people do not realize that
one’s culture is deeply imbedded into their beings and that humans all unconsciously act
and react in certain ways because of it.

Some native English-speaking teachers in Japan have the luxury of
teaching a cross-cultural communication content course, but native English speakers are
primarily assigned to teach speaking/listening classes. With that in mind, in what ways
do foreign English teachers bring culture into the classroom? They bring it into the
classroom in a great number of ways. For example, because these foreign teachers are
not Japanese, their teaching styles and interactions with students are often different.
Some of the ways culture is expressed in the college classroom are intentional such as
the explanation of holidays in the teacher’s home country, while others are not
intentional. The intentional teaching of culture in the classroom may bring up questions
such as, “Which country’s culture should they be teaching?” Instead of teaching just one
group’s culture, it is better to teach skills which can be applied to interacting with people
from any culture. Then students will be better prepared and have the confidence to
interact with people from different cultures whenever and wherever they meet them.
Before suggesting strategies for college students, what kind of cross-cultural
communication skills are younger Japanese learning?

According to one survey taken in Japan, over 98% of respondents indicated
that they owned a television(“Television”, n.d.). Many families keep their TVs on even
if no one is watching any particular program. There are programs on Japanese TV that
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contrast and compare life and culture in other countries. TV personalities are sent to
different countries and they examine one part of the culture. These clips are edited and
then shown on Japanese TV. People watch them and are entertained by them, but do they
promote internationalization among Japanese people? Though they may peak people’s
interest in traveling to other countries, these TV programs do not help ordinary people to
communicate more effectively with people from other cultures.

Japanese college students are in need of learning cross-cultural skills because,
in my opinion, they are not learning them in elementary, junior high or high school. The
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) tries to impart
internationalization through different means such as the Japan Exchange and Teaching
(JET) Programme. The JET Programme brings native speakers of English to Japan to
teach in elementary, junior and senior high schools. These men and women have the title
of Assistant English Teacher (AET). “The Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET)
Programme aims to promote grass roots internationalisation at the local level by inviting
young overseas graduates to assist in international exchange and foreign language
education in local governments, boards of education and elementary, junior and senior
high schools throughout Japan”(“Jet Programme,” n.d.). In theory this is an excellent
chance for students to ask questions, to talk with people from another culture, and learn
specific cross-cultural skills, but the program is not uniform in how the teachers are used
or what specific tasks they are given to perform. For example, in one school district, the
AET may be used only two times a day to say the English dialog with the Japanese
teacher in front of the class. In another school district, the Assistant English teacher may
participate each day in five or six classes modeling conversations, as well as talking
about their culture in their home country. Are the teachers imparting specific skills for
cross-cultural interaction? | do not think so.

Another example of not learning cross-cultural communication skills in
schools was seen through the results of a questionnaire. In an informal survey of 1085
first-year students given in 2007 at Kitami Institute of Technology, one of the questions
was, “What do you think your high school English classes were for?”(my translation).
Only 3% of the students answered that their high school classes taught them how to be
an international person. Twenty-eight percent of the respondents answered that their
high school English classes prepared them for college entrance exams. In my opinion,
the aim of many high school English curricula is to prepare students for college entrance
examinations, so the results of the questionnaire was not a surprise. One can conjecture
that high school English classes in Japan are not teaching cross-cultural communication
skills.

One way to help Japanese college students raise cross-cultural awareness is
by putting them into contact with international students. “Activities that place the
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student in the position of having to interact with someone from another culture can be
very powerful”(Seelye, 1997, p. 39). This can be accomplished by making friends with
an international student, but that is not always so easy for Japanese people.

Because it is hard for Japanese people to talk to people they do not know,
international students at Kitami Institute of Technology often have trouble getting to
know Japanese students. They may not know that Japanese people generally make
friends in one of three ways: being a classmate, being in the same club/activity or being
a colleague. International students who want to interact with Japanese students often
enroll in an English class or join a club at the college. In this way, the international
students meet the Japanese cultural requirement of how to make friends and the Japanese
students have a chance to try communicating cross-culturally.

Some Japanese students become tutors for international students. At all the
former national universities in Japan, there is a tutoring program for new international
students. Japanese students are recruited, given some training and then are assigned to a
student from another country. This service is paid for by the college. This is a great way
for a Japanese student to get to know a person from another country and to put some of
the cross-cultural communication skills into use.

A teacher who wishes to raise cross-cultural awareness should teach the
students the basics tenets of acquiring culture and the problems of miscommunication
that can happen when people from different cultures interact. Teachers of English in
Japan can also relate their own experiences to students. This usually happens naturally in
the classroom, and it is a very effective way to introduce cross-cultural communication
skills. The teacher can tell students their own reactions to living in a different country,
their stories about miscommunication and making friends and how they eventually
acclimated to the different culture.

Teachers can use international projects that promote language learning as
well as cross-cultural competence. These projects often involve writing to students in a
different country. In one writing project, (Morgan, 2001), students from France and
England participated in her international project. They used self-made materials to
explore a particular cultural focus in depth and also to learn with and from others.

It is beneficial to teach students to expect miscommunication. “The
challenge is that even with all the good will in the world, miscommunication is likely to
happen, especially when there are significant cultural differences between
communicators.” (LeBaron, 2003, pp. 1). According to Seelye (1997), out-of-class
reading is one good way to sensitize students to miscommunication that often
accompanies interaction with people from another culture. Since miscommunication
between people from different cultural backgrounds often exists, it is better to prepare
students in advance through intentional instruction that it may likely happen and give
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them ways to prevent it and not to let it discourage future encounters.

Cross-cultural communication is important in today’s connected world to
manage communication between different cultures. Though Japan is an affluent country
with a great deal of influence in the world economy, Japanese students do not receive
cross-cultural communication training or education from an early age. English teachers
in Japanese colleges and universities have a unique opportunity to teach cross-cultural
communication strategies to their students.
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Abstract

This study is an attempt to solve the problem of the distinction in use
between the honorific prefixes O- and GO- which have not been studied very
much before. It is normally said that the prefix GO- must be used with a
kanji word immediately before it, but actually there are some kanji words
with the prefix O-, which have been thought of as exceptions. In this
study we will prove that the semantics of all the exceptional kanji words
with the prefix O- is considered as a tool or an instrument.
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